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Caporuscio Takes Flight

By: Nick Matthes
Web Co-editor

Flying. Man in air. Something
that has evolved to be a totally
different aspect of life, and Senior
Andrew Caporuscio wants to take
it on.

During Caporuscio’s senior
year, he was evaluating what he
wanted to go into. He was down
to three. Electrical Engineering,
Aviation Flight Science, and Train
Conductor. Aviation is the route
that Caporuscio went.

“I chose Aviation because I en-
joy the aspect of flying. [t puts a
whole different perspective on
today’s earth,” Caporuscio said.

What many may not know is the
Pilot activist has already started to
fly.

Twice a week Caporuscio trav-
els to the St. Clair Atrport and
flies for one hour at a time. The
reason that it is only one hour is
beeause it is $200 an hour to fly.
Fun fact; Andrew’s teachers’ legal
name is Skipper!

Caporuscio is striving to reach
his PPL, or also known as Private
Pilot License. By doing this out-
side of coilege, Caporuscio is on
track to save up to $10,000 {from
his college education.

After college and the training of

flying, Caporuscio plans to be a
Commercial Pilot, such as flying
for FedEx. On average this job
can make anywhere from $30,000
-$120,000, per Caporuscio.

Although Andrew has not se-
lected where he wants to attend
college,
there are
two cot-
leges that
are catch-
ing the
human
eye.
Those
colleges
being
Eastern
Michigan
Universi-
ty, and
Western
Michigan
Universi-
ty.
Both
colleges
appesl to
Capo-
ruscio, but in different ways. He
has narrowed it down to two
choices because these to colleges
arc the best for aviation in Michi-
gan.

Western is on at the top of his
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iist because of the advanced simu-
lations that Western has 1o offer.
With more advanced simulations,
the more that Caporuscio can get
use to flying in the air and by him-
self, before actually flying. This
can also be key to prevent acci-
dents in the air.

The other
college coming
% in a close sec-
~-ond would be
2 [astern Michi-
gan University.
One reason
that this col-
lege catches
the eye of the
_futare aviator
is the advanced
fleets that
Eastern has to
offer. This of-
fers more time
to fly, and
more time 1o
reach the ad-
vancement of
the flying ca-
reer.

“With these two colleges being
applicable to what T want to do
with Aviation, 1 believe that { am
set up well for my future,” Capo-
ruscio said.

Furthcrmore, after colfege An-

drew wants to proceed with avi-
ation for the rest of his career,
Aviation is something that Cap-
Oruscio.

“When in the air, it feels like
everything is totally different.
['s weird seeing things above in
the air. It’s a whole new per-
spective on things,” said Capo-
ruscio.

With aspiring to be in aviation
the rest of his life, FedEx was in
the mind of Caporuscio. As one
of the world-icading commer-
cial shipping companies, Capo-
ruscio would like to be an em-
plovee of FedEx and be a com-
mercial pilot.

No matter what Caporuscio
does, he strives to be the great-
est in what he can do. Within
the different aspects of the fu-
ture Aviator’s life, whether it’s
him being a captain of Electrical
on the robotics team, being a
part of the Drive Team on the
robotics team, being a part of
the AIS High School program,
or taking an AP class, he strives
to be the best at everything he
can do.

“Now that life has come to a
point where I need to be making
fmy| own decisions, ['m ready
to take on life.” Caporuscio
said.

By: Ally Oddo
Staff Writer

‘Pursuing her dream of becoming a
nurse Jessica Niebauer, senior at
Richmond High School, joined HO-
SA.HOSA is designed for students
in high school to earn and become
versatile in the medical ficld.

HOSA stands for Health Occupa-
tions Students of America. Each
and every student have the same
goal which is to deliver quality care
to people. They also work through-
out the year to prepare themselves
for medical competition. In Jessi-
ca’s case, she has been taking
courses at Pankow and taking an
anatomy class through the Rich-
mond since her junior year.

For each competition there events
that vary from written portion to
presenting in front of judges. On

nd For HOS

of them! She placed in the Top 10
to go on to States.

“I was really excited to compete
at States because of the record
breaking group. We were the big-
gest region and had over a thousand
kids competing,” said Jessica. In
Traverse City at the Grand Traverse
Hotel on April 26-28.

During those three days Jessica
presented her three health career to
a different set of judges with the
same time {rame. “T knew that T did
well at States, but I also knew that |
was surrounded by a lot of smart
and talented. T was completely
shocked when they called my name
for first place,” said Jessica. Yes,
that’s right she won first place at
states.

Since Jessica won first place at
States she will now be poing to Na-
tionals. Nationals will be held Or-

going to say during my presenta-
tion,” said Jessica,

With Nationals right around the
corner, Jessica is ready and eager to
learn different tactics in pursuing
her dream of being a career invotv-
ing health.

What Made Her Do 1t?

Jessica heard about HOSA
through her sister whom also did
HOSA. “T volunteered at the Re-
gional competition when T was
freshmen. So, when [ became junior
it was an easy decision to join,” said
Jessica.

Since she could remember, fessi-
ca, has always loved the medical
field and is now pursuing that by
attending Sienna Heights University
in the fall to study nursing and
eventually become a nurse practi-
tioner.

“I loved competing at States and

and belped her decide her future.

The medical field is very hard
to get into and also to study, but
with a background in the medical
field Jessica already has a foot in
the right direction. Jessica is more
than prepared {or what her {uture
in the medical field holds for her.

With graduating in one week,
Tessica had one pigce of advice
from HOSA, “l learned that if
you set vour mind to something
nothing can stop vou. HOSA
taught me that getting a head start
is the best thing especially lor the
medical field. I cannot wait to see
what the future holds,” said Jessi-
ca.

From learning about HOSA
through her sister as a freshimen
to now going to Nationals as a
senior, this Richmond student is
well on her way fo pursuing her

February 4 at Fraser High Scheol, lande, Florida on June 20-24. “7 had an amazing three days,” said dreams.
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Giving Back And Making A Difference

By: Sydney Black
Staff Writer

Who you want to be and who
vou are i$ two completely differ-
enl subjects. Junior Heidi Dailey,
gives back to communities every-
where she can. Interesting, right?
With her dad being in the Air
Force, Dailey has had the eppor-
tunity to be a part of Keystoune
Boys ard Girls Club - a ¢lub of
six or seven kids that give back
to communitics while also fearn-
ing life skills and lcadership.

“We focus on future readiness,
community service, and team
leadership,” said Dailey.

Having been in the club for
four years, she’s had the chance
to do many great things for many
communities. From being able to
work at soup kitchens, to build-
ing a garden for the Children’s
Development Center at Selfridge,
she’s done a lot of great things.

“We have to plan and organize
all of our own events and volun-
teer hours, and it teaches leader-
ship and to value the communi-
ty,” Dailey said.

The reason behind it all

Dailey has always done things
such as community service and
volunteering. However, she
needed something to fiil m the
gaps during the school year. This
15 where Keystone came into
place.

“The summet program did lots

of voluntteer work and 1 wanted
to do more over the school year
and 1 also thought 1t would look
good on college resumes — which
it docs,” said Dailey.

The program is preparing kids
in military fanulies for the future;
building resumes for jobs and
college so they understand how
to develop those when the time
comes around, as well as other
ways they can improve their fu-
ture. This is huge due to the fact
that military families tend to
move around a lot. Therefore,
kids dor’t have to fall behind on
the basic skills of life

Keystone does comimunity ser-
vice and volunteers just about
anywhere they can. It’s all about
helping out the community and
making a difference within that
socliety. A number one place that
Keystone visits is Capuchin Soup
Kitchens and warchouses.

When Keystone is here they
help out and give service to the
homeless. Giving back and
providing help to those in need is
something that Dailey enjoys.
Thus, Keystone is right for her.

“It’s one of those things why
people volunteer. It makes me
feel good knowing that I am at
least trying to make a differ-
ence,” Datley said.

When Dailey’s group went to
the Detroit Arsenal, a popular
place for Keystone, they built a
vegetable garden. The garden

was for younger kids and it was
meant to teach them about the
irrigation system.

“We had them help us plant the
vegetables, and then when the
time was right we harvested them
and brought them inside o cook
and make meals of them,” said
Dailey.

As for traveling locally, the
members also have the oppor-
tunity 1o travel to different states
to meet with other Bovs and
Girls Clubs of America. This
happens two to three times year.

“I have been to two national
Keystone conferences. The first
was in Texas and the second was
in Chicage,” said Dailey.

The conferences are very ben-
eficial to those who attend. They
are seminars about preparing for
life after high school and intro-
duce ways on how they all could
make a difference. By doeing this,
those who attended are then able
to bring back their ideas. Dailey
valued her experience both times
and took from each seminar.

For the past four years, Key-
stone has been a part of Dailey’s
life and source of enjoyment.
When she felt that she needed
more, Keystone was there and
changed her life for the better.
The amount of freedom that Key-
stone gives to cach member is
what Dailey enjoys the most,

With the help of Keystone,
Dailey has learncd to be inde-

pendent. With her dad being
gone, it’s always just been Dai-
Jey, her sister and her mom.

“It feels like there 1sn’t really a
place for him because we’ve ad-
justed to it being me my mom and
my sister — but of course we are
happy to have him home,” Dailey
said, “I"m really proud of him.”

Dailey’s dad has most recently
been to Kuwait: he was there for
six months. He has also been to
Germany, Irag, and Afghanistan.

“A lot of times we weren’'t real-
ly aloud to know where he was
going until il became public
knowledge,” said Dailey.

For Dailey and her family it
was reliving to know that he is
back. It is also a relief when he
leaves because they know he
won’t be gone for too long.

Doing good throughout a com-
munity can go a long ways. Dai-
ley strives for this through Key-
stone. She wishes to make a
change and help out as much as
she can. She encourages others to
do engage themselves in commu-
nity service or volunteer work.

“There’s no downside,” Dailey
said. “I know peoplc are busy but
even doing it once or twice a year
would at least make some differ-
ence.”

Barjaktarovoich Sets the Bar High to Lehigh

By: Anna Kinkela
Staff Writer

Junior Carley Barjaktarovich
15 a hardworking, energetic,
head-strong girl. Her Dad has
taught her the value of hard
work ever since she was little, a
motto Barjaktarovich has kept
with her ever since.

"One big thing he's always
taught me is to not make excus-
cs. We all make mustakes, which
we then learn {rom. Just brush it
off and keep going,"” Bar-
jaktarovich said. This motto set
the tone for who she wanted to
become. She is an all A student,
who plays many sports including
Softball.

“When | was little [ was play-
ing soccer and softball, but 1 was
told T had to pick, so 1 did soft-
ball. I'm not sure what my little
mind was thinking but from then
on [ couldn’t not keep playing,”
said Barjaktarovich.

She has been on many teams,
including the RHS Varsity Soft-
ball State Championship Team
from last year. This past tall she
decided to join the Finesse,
which is a sports program to
help with cxposure. She ended
up playing five games, and col-

lege coaches were there watch-
ing her.

“[t was a little nerve-racking
but I was also excited to be get-
ting noticed,” Barjaktarovich,
who plays shortstop, said. She
had a few coaches approach her
which gave her many options to
pick from, and what would ben-
efit her for softball and her edu-
cation. Barjaktarovich is so hap-
py about the scholarships she
was offered and couldn’t believe
how many people were inlerest-
ed 1n her. But she had to make a
choice,

“Lehigh University, not only
just for softball was the reason |
picked this school, but I also
picked 1t for the educational pur-
poses as well, and once we had
left for the tour 1 just knew, |
had this feeling,” said Bar-
jaktarovich, who is the team’s
leadoft hitter.

Grades and her education are
very important. It’s what has
gotten her to where she 1s today,

She has kept her head held
high, and made sure to pick the
right choices throughout school
and it’s earned her something
that most high schoolers could
dream of as a junior. She doesn’™t
have to worry or be frightened

for her future for her sentor year.
She knows exactly what she will
be doing and it’s a comfort and
one less siressful thing 1o worry
about.

“It’s so comforting to know
that I don’t have to worry about
filling ot a bunch of applica-
tions my senior year and I know
where I'm going,” Bar-
jaktarovich said. Lven though
she knows where she is going,
she has no idea what her major
will be. She is considering Engi-
neering and Business at Lehigh

“There’s a lot to choose from,
and since I'm me I'll probably
change my mund a million times
as usual,” Barjaktarovich said.
Barjaktarovich not only is hard
working but throughout here
past three years here at Rich-
mond she’s grown so much.
She’s an amazing friend. She
has always been there for any-
one that needs it, putting a smile
on everyone’s face.

“I learned from my peers on
how to grow so I think I've
learned to do that now,” said
Barjaktarovich. Her mom is a
giant supporter of everything she
does and is so proud of her along
with ber two siblings. Her older
sister Jessica, 22, played softball

and majored in accounting. She
has been someone she looks up
to a lot.

*Just to see my sister graduat-
ing with the grades she had and
how hard she worked made me
want to do the same,” said Bar-
jaktarovich. Her brother Hunter,
19, has been working his entire
life and she loves that he is so
dedicated to what he does. He
works at their family business in
electricity.

“le’s always working and it’s
so hard to believe that he does,
but I'm so proud of him and
can’t wait for him to go so far in
life,” Barjaktarovich said. Bar-
Jjaktarovich’s siblings are unbe-
lievably proud of her, but she
knows that they work just as hard
as she does and would be where
she is today without her family
and all the support and advice
they have given her throughout
her life.

“Softball has taught me that no
matter how many times vou fail,
you must pick yourself up and
keep going until you succeed,”
said Barjaktarovich.
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